
Between the Domes Catchment



Between the Domes Catchment Group

Purpose

• Engage, Educate, Enhance. Engaging with the community & all those who live in it while increasing 
environmental understanding for positive change. 

Mission

• Positively influencing good management practices community wide to ensure longevity of healthy 
landscapes, lifestyles and businesses to live and play in. 

Values

• Intergenerational and custodial thinking for living on the land 

• Transparency of farming systems and their impacts 

• Connecting communities and people 

• Pride in our surrounding and recreational opportunities 

• Safe and secure community to live and play in 



 
 

Focusing on impact from management 
practices on extensive Hill country & 
their possible solutions. 
 
 

Farm tour will start at Selbies woolshed, taking us up the hill 
on Selbies Property and past natural waterways where you will 
get a fantastic view, and through to Menloves property which 
has a contrast of partially developed hill country. 
 
There will be a radio station to tune into on the day, this will 
be advised before leaving the woolshed 
 
 
Speakers throughout the afternoon will include 
Clint Rismann – Water Scientist, discussing sediment 
management 
Dave Connor – Environment Southland, general discussion 
around Water and Land Plan  
Roger Hodson – discuss Rapid Habitat Assessment  
 
 
The afternoon will conclude with a BBQ and some 
refreshments, also an opportunity to chat to any speakers 
and ask questions you may have had throughout the day. 
Any queries contact Paula McMillin on 0275842566 
 

All Welcome! 
 

 

Wednesday 21st 

November 

1-5pm 

 

Meet at Selbies 

Woolshed, 874 

Five Rivers 

Lumsden 

Highway  
 

 

4WD Only  

on farm tour 
 

 

2018
➢ Initially the catchment group was supported by 

Landcare Trust, Beef & Lamb NZ, DairyNZ, and 
Environment Southland.

➢ An initial public meeting was held in Lumsden in 
July with a great turnout and lots of enthusiasm, 
there was a guest speaker and some workshops 
to engage with the community

➢ A field day at the Selbie and Menlove properties 
was one of the first events with a great turnout 
of almost 50 farmers



2019
➢ A field day focusing on Intensive 

Winter Grazing in the new 
Environment was held in response to 
the introduction of new rules – 
focusing on nitrogen, phosphorus, 
sediment and e.coli

➢ BTD were involved in early discussions 
and meetings regarding the forming of 
Thriving Southland – and in December 
2019 Thriving Southland was officially 
launched from Laurie’s woolshed

➢ As a group they connected with others 
in the region and ag sector including 
MP Hamish Walker and AgProud



2020
Following the disruption of COVID the group hosted one of 10 
community events – it was great for people to be able to 
connect again

Several brainstorming sessions were held through this period 
and with the backing of Thriving Southland and the possibility 
of funding the group started to develop plans for a bigger 
project.

At this time the group reformed following Dipton and Upper 
Mataura forming their own groups.

The reformed group retained the Between the Domes 
name and begun in its current format with 3 co-chairs

Laurie Selbie, Jim Andrew and Daniel Jones
They were supported by Poppy Hardie the newly appointed 
Thriving Southland Catchment Co-Ordinator.



Roger Dalrymple to speak at ‘Strong Catchment 
Roger Dalrymple to speak at ‘Strong Catchment 

Groups, Strong Communities’ events

November 11, 2020

Groups, Strong Communities’ events

November 11, 2020

2020
In November Between the Domes group joined with 
Upper Mataura, Wendonside and Balfour groups to host 
inspiring Rangitikei farmer and Catchment group 
champion Roger Dalrymple – he shared his experience f 
building groups with strong purpose.
• Catch up and get ahead of societies expectations
• Understand farm effects on our environment
• Educate and enhance good management practices
• Have tools (data) in the toolbox
• Need other people to understand and tell our story – 

not just farmers
• Connect and enrich our farming businesses
• Support each other through challenging times
• Change the model from top down to bottom up

These points resonated strongly with the group and their 
reasons for existing.



2020



➢ Baleage Wrap Recycling Project – “Providing  link in the bale wrap 
chain”

A survey was undertaken of 26 farmers and 5 rural contractors in the 
Northern Southland district to gauge interest with this project which 
hopes to help facilitate the collection of baleage wrap for recycling in 
Invercargill.

➢ “Canvassing Between the Domes” Project – Understanding the 
dynamics of the catchment

This project received funding from Thriving Southland and involves 3 
workstreams

1. Catchment landholder survey
2. Wetland siting, design and costings
3. Between the Domes Catchment booklet

2021 Two major projects commence



Balewrap Recycling Project

Working with AgRecovery and other local stakeholder to facilitate 
transport of used balewrap to point of recycling.

This project is ongoing and the group are awaiting a visit from the 
AgRecovery team next month to find out more about funding 
availability and the next steps.



Winter Wellbeing 
Speaker Event 

2021



2021 Community Planting



2021 Community 
Planting



Catchment Survey, Booklet and Wetland Project

Understanding the dynamics of the catchment and improve the water quality of the Oreti and its 
tributaries located between the domes.

The idea behind collecting this info this is to:

1. To understand the characteristics of our 

catchment

2. Recognise the good things already done, 

happening

3. Draw a line in the sand so we can measure and 

prove positive actions/changes from now on.

4. Help identify the best area to focus the NIWA 

Wetland project on.

5. Improve engagement in our catchment group

6. To showcase our Catchment



2022 Winter Wellbeing Speaker Event



Catchment Survey, Booklet and Wetland Project

The final part of this project involved working with NIWA to identify sites for on-farm pollution 
mitigation actions.

Figure 3-6: Concept drawing of potential constructed wetland 
intercepting tile drain flows. Actual wetlands may include different 
shapes, islands, and deep-water zones. 

7 possible project sites were assessed and 3 sites 
were chosen for further plans to be developed – 
we are currently waiting on NIWA to finalise 
these plans.

Details of these will then be added to the 
booklet.

BTD will follow the development of these sites 
over the next few years.

The first event following the launch of the 
booklet is going to be a wetlands field day on 
30th November 2022



Thanks for your time today.

Find out more about our catchment group at  
https://www.thrivingsouthland.co.nz/between-the-domes/



Award Winning!
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